@Congress of the United States
Washington, BE 20515

September 7, 2011
The Honorable Hillary Rodham Clinton Eric H. Holder, Jr.
Secretary of State U.S. Attorney General
Department of State Department of Justice
Washington, D.C. 20520 Washington, D.C. 20530
The Honorable Leon E. Panetta General David H. Petraeus
Secretary of Defense Director
Department of Defense Central Intelligence Agency
Washington, D.C. 20301-1000 Washington, D.C. 20505

Dear Secretary Clinton, Secretary Panetta, Attorney General Holder and Director Petraeus,

We write to request a comprehensive accounting of U.S. assistance to the Colombian
government’s Department of Administrative Security (DAS) during the period of August 7, 2002 to
August 7, 2010. Specifically, we request a full accounting of all funds, training, lethal and non-lethal
equipment, intelligence- and information-sharing, technical assistance, facilities construction and any
other aid provided to the DAS, its officials, its employees or any of its contractors during this period,
whether in Colombia, the U.S., or at other facilities. We further request the information indicate any such
aid or information provided to the National and International Observations Group of the DAS.

As you know, the Colombian Attorney General’s Office is undertaking an aggressive
investigation and series of prosecutions of illegal activities carried out by the DAS during these years. Six
former high-ranking intelligence officials have confessed to crimes and more than a dozen other agency
operatives are on trial, and several more are under investigation by the Attorney General or by a special
legislative commission of the Colombian Congress.

These investigations have revealed a vast illegal network of surveillance of nearly all sectors of
civil society, including human rights defenders, political party leaders, journalists and members of the
Colombian Supreme Court engaged in investigations of elected officials with alleged ties to paramilitary
groups or who engaged in corrupt practices. These illegal operations were also connected to threats
received by many of the individuals under surveillance, and in some cases the DAS shared information
with paramilitary and other violent actors that resulted in the assassinations of trade unionists and other
rights defenders.

Recent articles in the Washington Post (8/21/11) assert that U.S. aid may be implicated in these
abuses of power. We are concerned that former President Alvaro Uribe has made public statements
claiming the reporters who wrote these articles are terrorist sympathizers (simpatizantes del terrorismo),
going so far as to characterize one reporter as a terrorist ally (ocultador del terrorismo), language that
increases the level of threat under which journalists work in Colombia. We strongly urge you to make
clear to the former president that such statements are unacceptable and ask that he retract them.

We believe it is important to set the record straight in a clear and transparent manner by providing
Congress with a comprehensive report on all forms of U.S. assistance to the DAS. We also believe it is
important to provide Congress with this information in as rapid a manner as possible, but
assuredly prior to when Congress begins debate on the U.S.-Colombia Free Trade Agreement.

To the maximum extent possible, the information included in this comprehensive report should be
provided in an unclassified format; if necessary, a classified annex should be made available for review
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by all Members of Congress. We further ask that you inquire and coordinate with your counterparts in
other departments and agencies that might have been working with the DAS (e.g. Treasury/Internal
Revenue Service) to ensure that the report is indeed comprehensive.

Thank you for your serious attention to this request. We look forward to your timely response
and the receipt of this comprehensive report regarding all forms of U.S. support for the DAS over the past

decade.
r :/l é Sincerely,
= W h\\

James P. McGovern
Member of Congress




