Congress of the United States
Washington, 8¢ 20515

October 11, 2024

The Honorable Joseph R. Biden The Honorable Antony J. Blinken
President of the United States Secretary of State

The White House U.S. Department of State

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW 2201 “C” Street NW
Washington, DC 20500 Washington, DC 20520

Dear President Biden and Secretary Blinken,

We write to you with deep concern regarding the ongoing restrictions on media access to
Gaza, which have persisted since the outbreak of hostilities one year ago. It is imperative that the
United States urge Israel to allow independent access for U.S. and international journalists, in the
interest of transparency, accountability, and the fundamental principle of press freedom.

In July, over 70 media and civil society organizations signed an open letter calling on
Israel to grant journalists access to Gaza'. Yet foreign media remains largely prohibited from
entering the region, except for a few controlled trips arranged by the Israeli military. This
effective ban on foreign reporting has placed an overwhelming burden on local journalists who
are documenting the war they are living through. Tragically, at least 130 journalists have lost
their lives since the start of the war, and those who remain face conditions of extreme hardship
and danger.’

The International Federation of Journalists has reported that the mortality rate for media
workers in Gaza is over 10 percent’. Seventy-five percent of all reporters killed worldwide in
2023 lost their lives between October 7 and the end of the year.* In December 2023, just two
months into the conflict, the Committee to Protect Journalists declared Gaza the “most dangerous
ever” war zone for reporters.’ These staggering statistics underscore the critical importance of
allowing independent journalists to document and report from the ground.

The restrictions on media reporting have created significant challenges in obtaining
accurate, verifiable information from Gaza, leading to increased skepticism about the limited
reports that do emerge. At a time when reliable information is more critical than ever, the
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https: //www aljazeera.com/news/2024/9/23/israel-is-deliberately-targeting-journalists-in-gaza-
experts#:~:text=Seventy%2Dfive%20percent%200f%20all.most%20dangerous%20ever%E2%80%9D%20for
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https://cpj.org/2024/07/media-organizations-urge-israel-to-open-access-to-gaza/#full-letter-below

restrictions on foreign reporting undermine the very foundation of press freedom and democratic

accountability.

We urge the administration to take immediate action to advocate for unrestricted,
independent media access to Gaza. A free press is essential to ensuring that the world can bear
witness to the realities on the ground and hold all parties accountable.

We thank you for your attention to this critical issue and look forward to your leadership

in upholding the principles of press freedom and human rights.
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